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PICCOLA OPERA DELLA DIVINA PROVVIDENZA

MESSAGE TO THE CONGREGATION

Dearest Confreres,

we reach out to you with hearts full of joy and gratitude from Claypole, where our General Ver-
ification Assembly has just concluded! We feel a strong desire to share with you the beautiful and
fraternal experience we lived, making you participants in the most significant moments that warmed
our hearts.

SPIRIT OF FAMILY AND STEPS TOWARD RENEWAL

From the very first moments, we breathed a true spirit of family, both among us participants and
everywhere we were welcomed in our Orionine houses in Buenos Aires. We want to say a big THANK
YOU for the warm and fraternal welcome we have being given! A dutiful thank you goes to the Gen-
eral Council, which carefully prepared this family event, and to the “Nuestra Sefiora de la Guardia”
Province (Argentina, Uruguay, and Paraguay) for their generous commitment to hospitality.

The joy was amplified by the richness and freshness that the presence of new Delegations and young-
er religious people brought. We realize that the Congregation is moving forward: there are many sim-
ple and beautiful experiences that express a true renewal and are pushing us ahead!

The entire Assembly was conducted in a very family-like and synodal manner. The way it was or-
ganised and conducted—the approach to people and topics, and the climate of dialogue—served as
a methodological model that we hope will also illuminate our meetings at provincial and delegation

levels.

During these days of work and prayer, we revisited the Dream of the General Chapter,
observed reality with a gaze of faith and charity, and identified concrete suggestions
to relaunch the Chapter’s directives. The precious contributions received from the
Provinces and Delegations allowed us to observe, with gratitude, that much of the
Chapter has already been embraced and put into practice. But, on the other
hand, a long way still remains to be travelled: thus, we heard the call to
commitment resonate for us, loud and clear: to ensure that the burning
heart of Don Orione returns to beat with vigor in every one of our
works and communities. It is time to resume the path traced with
energy, passion, and renewed hope.



THE SOURCE OF OUR LIFE AND MISSION

Each of our days began in the light of the Word of God and in the presence of Jesus (“the first our
entirely to God”), with the lectio divina on the entire chapter 5 of Luke, accompanied by the lectio
Orionina. Rediscovering in the Assembly the merciful heart of Jesus toward the poor, the suffering,
and the sinners has relaunched us into the mission, reminding us of our vocation as “fishers of men.”

We have reflected intensely on our consecration and how it and our adherence to Christ impact the
mission and the apostolate. The necessity for our apostolic life to always be nourished at the source,
which is the charity of Christ, encountered in personal and communal prayer, emerged strongly.

THE WISDOM THAT COMES FROM THE POOR: DON ORIONE’S HEART IS STILL BEATING!

At the heart of the experience was the voice of the poor, which guided our reflections: we lived char-
ismatic experiences in the communities of the Claypole outskirts (Sacred Heart Parish, Our Lady of
Guadalupe and Itati Community). The sharing of the Word within the families in that working-class
neighborhood was enlightening; there, we allowed ourselves to be touched and illuminated by the
wisdom that the Spirit of God pours into the hearts of the little ones and the humble of this land.

An extremely touching and significant moment was the encounter with Don Orione’s heart: we per-
ceived it still beating for the little ones and the poor of the Cottolengo in Claypole, gathered around
him. Precisely they—the guests, the children, and the simple people—served as a light to guide and
illuminate the Assembly’s reflections and propositions. They reminded us once again of the beauty of
our vocation, which puts us in contact with the simplest, poorest, and littlest people, “who are Jesus
Christ”! The beauty of being an Orionine!

The Assembly ended with the encounter and sharing with the representatives of the Charismatic
Family: The Little Missionary Sisters of Charity, the sisters of the Orionine Secular Institute, and the
laity of the Orionine Lay Movement: together to live and bear witness in its fullness to the Charism
Don Orione passed on to us.

IN FOOTSTEPS OF DON ORIONE

On a pilgrimage, following in Don Orione’s footsteps, we laid our work, dreams, efforts, and hopes
at the feet of the Holy Virgin, visiting the Sanctuary of the “Virgen de Lujan,” where our Founder was
many times during his stay in Argentina.

Dear Confreres, we hand over to you this simple fruit, but made with the heart, of our assembly
work. Our desire is that we may support one another to resume the journey, relaunching the guide-
lines of the General Chapter, and that the great heart of Don Orione, burning with passion for
Christ, the Church, and the poor, may continue to beat in our own chests.

We embrace you with the affection of Don Orione!
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