Service of adoration in memory of the sending of the first Orionine Missionaries to Brazil 17th December 1913
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This service of adoration has been prepared following the three reasons given in the letter of convocation of the Orionine Missionary Year by the Superior General, Fr Flavio Peloso:

1. To thank the Lord for the history of the Congregation which is really is a history of mission;

2. To celebrate the common origins and unity of the Orionine Family in the  world with a renewed commitment to creative fidelity to the Charism

3. To re-light the ardour at the heart of our Orionine identity also in response to the continuous calls of Pope Francis for a “Missionary Church”.
Before the exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, have a time of sharing and remembering how the Congregation arrived in the local place.  Recall also the first Orionine Religious and the challenges they faced at the beginning of the mission.

Introduction

First Reader:  In July 1893 the young Orione received the order to close the youth oratory to which he was dedicating himself totally.  The order arrives from the bishop and he obeys immediately.  He closes the door, puts the keys in the hand of the statue of Our Lady and goes up to his little room....

Second Reader:  He cries leaning against the window, looking at the youth oratory below and prays....
While asleep he sees Our Lady appearing right in front of him and she is wearing a blue cloak, bluer than the sky, and underneath it is an endless multitude of children of all races and colours, while, black as coal...young people, seminarians, priests and sisters.
Third Reader:   This missionary desire at the moment when the embryo of his little institute was collapsing was fulfilled by Divine Providence.  Years later, on 17th December 1913, at 4pm, the dream of the founder became a reality when he sent the first Orionine Missionaries to Brazil, leaving from Genoa on board the ship “Tommaso di Savoia”.
If possible make a little play of the story.  It could begin with a song in honour of Our Lady, remembering that she is the “Heavenly Foundress” of the Congregation and also of its missionary projects.

Welcome

Leader:  Today, we want to thank the Risen Lord, celebrate and renew the fire of our charism, which made Saint Luigi Orione send his missionaries to Brazil 100 years ago.  This brilliant idea has given us the grace to know and experience the mysticism of charity which saves the world.  In song let us welcome the Lord, who accompanied the steps of Saint Luigi Orione and continues to lead his sons along the road of doing good.
Song for exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
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Thanksgiving

First Reader:  The guidelines which Saint Luigi Orione gave to his first missionaries were objective and showed the spirit of the Congregation: to work for the teaching and education of the most needy children and to be priests among the poorest.  Lord, we thank you for having opened the eyes and heart of Don Orione to the sufferings of our brothers and sisters.

A suitable song

Second Reader: Lord, we thank you for all the Orionine priests and brothers which have been sent to our land.  Saint Luigi Orione had respect for them for all that they suffered and achieved.  They were like rags in the hands of Divine Providence.  Men of clay but also of God!  Committed to the Gospel and to the complete salvation of souls.  With them we have learnt that the image of God shines in the most miserable of human beings.
A suitable song

Third reader:  We thank you Lord Jesus for the live and witness of our conferees who work so that the charism of Saint Luigi Orione may be an expression of the special love of God for the least in our time and world.  .  Through our witness to the Gospel we are reminding the world that the fullness of love consists in loving and giving our lives singing with love.

A suitable song

First Reader:  The history of the Orionine Family in Brazil has its origin in the presence of the layman Mr. Giulio.  Thank you Lord Jesus, for the presence of many men and women of good will, who, from north to south of Brazil, wish to live and pass on the charism of Don Orione in the world, in unity with the Orionine Family by the commitment continually grow in the practice of charity so that everything may be renewed, built up and united in Christ and in his Church.
A suitable song
Celebration

Leader:  The celebration of the departure of the first missionaries for Brazil, invites us to keep alive the missionary and charismatic drive which has brought imaginative charity to the Land of the Holy Cross (South America).

Second Reader:  Don Orione, after his first visit to Brazil, on the return voyage, wrote, while crossing the ocean, his spiritual plan, in the form of a psalm of charity, harmonising his pastoral activity with his interior experience.  May our hearts beat with the words of our Founder.

Third Reader: “ O my Jesus, I yearn sweetly to sing the divine canticle of Your charity; but I do not want to wait to sing it as I go into Heaven, no, but through Your infinite mercy I entreat You, my sweet Lord and Father and Master and Saviour of my soul, that You will mercifully allow me to begin this sweet canticle here on earth; here, oh Lord, from this vastness of water and sky, from this immense Atlantic, that speaks so much of Your power and Your goodness.  

O my God, allow my whole life to be a sacrifice, a hymn, a sublime canticle of Divine charity and total consummation of myself in the love of You, O Lord, and of Your Holy Church, and of your Vicar on earth, and of Your Bishops and of all my brothers.  

May the whole of this poor life of mine be one canticle of Divine charity on earth; because I want it to be - through Your grace, O Lord - one canticle of Divine charity in heaven!  Charity! Charity! Charity!”

After a pause a suitable song is sung

Brief pause

First Reader:  Let us welcome the Word of God, who is alive, efficacious and transforms our lives.  Let us listen to the passage about the disciples of Emmaus!  Jesus explains his life, his passion, his death and resurrection to the disciples as the history of salvation.  May our hearts be set on fire so that He may help us to see the first centenary of the Orionine missions as a history of salvation for many peoples (Luke 24: 13-35).
The Leader encourages all to share their reflections.  It would be good to speak about the Orionine presence in our country as a fulfilment of the dream of Don Orione.  Our community was and is now under the blue cloak of Mother Mary, dreamt by our Founder.  

Leader:   Renewal is lighting in us the fire of charity which made Saint Luigi Orione a strategic planner of charity, a man with a heart without boundaries.  In another way, it is having a personal experience of meeting the Risen Christ.  This means life, vocation to the charism and mission to the light of his Pasqual Mystery.  In prayerful and grateful silence let us try to imagine the journey of the Congregation to Brazil as an opportunity given by the Lord to meet Him in His providential love.
In an atmosphere of prayer, with background music, and a light is passed from one person to another, or, if possible, everyone has a lighted candle.
Second Reader:  Let us pray to the Lord that he may grant us the grace of renewing in us the apostolic fire, the love for the needy and for the Pope, as we say the prayer for the Orionine Missionary Year:
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PRAYER FOR THE ORIONINE MISSIONARY YEAR

Oh God, Father of all that is good, 

we thank you for the gift of the missionary vocation

which animated Saint Luigi Orione

and his Little Work of Divine Providence.

In this Orionine Missionary Year

renew that apostolic fire through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Give us a hunger and thirst for souls,

and for the most ardent charity to restore all things in Christ.

Support the faith of the heralds of the Gospel,

with the gift of meekness and strength,

humility and charity.

Raise up new missionary vocations,

young people ready to dedicate their heart, time and goods

to give “along with bread for the body, the divine anointing of faith”

to the poor and outcast.

May the loving arms of the Church reach everyone

and may the unity of all humanity be fulfilled

in the reign of the justice and peace of Christ.

Mary, star of the new evangelisation,

and Saint Luigi Orione intercede for us.

Amen.

There follows Benediction

An Orionine song

Conclusion with a sign of peace and a final hymn

